
COMMUNITY AND NEIGHBOURHOODS SCRUTINY PANEL 
 

 19 July 2021 
 

 Meeting commenced: 2.00 p.m. 
 “                  ended: 3:15 p.m. 
 

 
PRESENT: Councillor Dickman - in the Chair 

 
Councillors Barnes, Fletcher, Karen Garrido, Nkurunziza, Sharpe and 
Tresadern.  

 
OFFICERS:  David Seager - Assistant Director, Operational and Commercial  

      Services 
                      Mike Relph - Senior Democratic Services Adviser 
                      Peter Openshaw* - Acting Strategic Director, Place 

                      David Robinson* - Head of Service, Streetscene and Parks  
                     *Attended via Teams  

 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Humphreys, Lancaster, 
Turner, Walker and Warner. 

 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AND MATTERS ARISING 
 
The minutes of the meetings of the Panel held on 15th March and 21 June 2021, were 

approved as correct records. 
 

4. NATIONAL WASTE STRATEGY UPDATE AND IMPLICATIONS FOR SALFORD 
AND FLY TIPPING AND LITTERING IN SALFORD  
 

5. The Strategic Director for Place submitted a report which provided (a) an update on 
the proposed national waste strategy update and implications for Salford and (b) fly 

tipping and littering in Salford, which together covered the following key areas/themes: 
 

 Waste Management - current Salford collection regimes and recycling 

activities. 

 National Waste Resources Strategy. 

o Key objectives and ambitions 
o Potential impacts 

 Fly tipping in Salford. 

o Reported incidents 
o Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) and prosecutions 

 Street Champions/Litter Heroes 



 
Members raised issues, commented on, and noted them, as follows: 

 

 National Waste Strategy 

 
(a) Further details were requested about the location and activities of the 5 Waste 
Awareness Officers. These were based at Turnpike House, but operated in all areas 

of the City, with a general remit of engaging with the community on waste, littering and 
recycling issues, often on an informal “doorstep” basis. 

 
(b) A key challenge arising from the proposed National Waste Resources Strategy 
was having a standard nationwide service across all local authorities, including the 

colour of bins and frequency of collections, both of which had major financial 
implications. 

 
(c) What was the rationale in Salford having a weekly “green bin” collection? 
Approximately 50% of properties in the City had gardens and this was a key factor in 

having weekly collections. While this had proved successful in improving garden and 
food waste recycling for such properties, this was not replicated in multi storey homes, 

where rates remained disappointingly low. Reference was made to communal 
recycling facilities and initiatives in such accommodation, but it was indicated this had  
proven to have limited results in terms of improving rates.  

 
(d) It was suggested there was a need to take a firmer stance with both retailers and 

manufacturers, requiring them to take more responsibility in terms of recycling and 
reducing packaging on the products they respectively manufactured and sold. The 
National Waste Resources Strategy would put an increased responsibility and duty of 

care on retailers and manufacturers. As a local authority there was also a possible 
responsibility on Salford City Council to adopt policies of best practice for recycling 

and in turn encourage businesses in the City to do likewise.  
 
(e) What percentage of waste was sent overseas for recycling? None, when Suez had 

been appointed as Greater Manchester’s waste and recycling provider a key factor 
had been their commitment to ethical recycling and the non-exportation of waste. All 

waste collected in Salford was either recycled, or otherwise disposed of, in the United 
Kingdom.  
 

(e) What work was done in schools to provide education on recycling issues? This was 
generally an issue which schools undertook themselves and on an individual basis, 

there were no national guidelines. It was recognised such educational and promotional 
activity had long term benefits, particularly in terms of raising awareness, but 
unfortunately at the present time the City Council did not have the staff or financial 

resources to undertake it.  
 

 Fly-tipping 
 
(f) Had incidents of fly-tipping increased during the Covid-19 pandemic? There had 

been an increase during this period, in addition to the regular seasonal fluctuations 
which occurred. 

 



(g) Was CCTV used in tackling fly-tipping? CCTV was a valuable tool in tackling fly-
tipping and identifying sites so they could be cleared and take preventative action, but 

often did not provide the evidence to identify individuals and bring successful 
prosecutions. 

 
(h) was it possible to provide a breakdown of fly-tipping cases on a ward-by-ward 
basis? This information could be provided if required.  

 
(i) How did people who wishes to become “Street Champions” get involved? It was 

simply a case of contacting the City Council and suitable guidance and support was 
provided to allow them to fulfil this role. It was suggested there was a possible need 
to engage with “Street Champions” to ascertain their experiences, what were the 

benefits and drawbacks of the role and in turn highlight best practice and build and 
improve upon this. 

 
(j) The problem of littering in gated alleyways was highlighted. This problem was 
recognised and was one of many issues which would be the subject of a wider review 

of alleygating which the Lead Member for Environment, Neighbourhoods and 
Community Safety had requested. A reintroduction of the “Best Kept Gated Alleyway” 

competition and others such as “Salford in Bloom” was suggested. 
 
(k) Reference was made to the number of overflowing litter bins. There were 

approximately 1,800 litter bins in Salford which were emptied on a regular basis. The 
Civid-19 pandemic had seen a rise footfall in certain open spaces and therefore an 

increase usage of the bin located there. Where this had occurred, the frequency of 
emptying them had been increased. 
 

RESOLVED: THAT the presentation be noted, and thanks be extended to all the staff 
who are involved with waste management, recycling, tackling fly-tipping and generally 

keeping Salford clean and tidy. 
                     

6. WORK PROGRAMME 2021/22 

 
Members considered the Panel’s Work Programme for 2021/22.  

 
RESOLVED: (1) THAT the Panel’s Work Programme for 2021/22, be noted. 
 

                      (2) THAT engagement, or feedback, from Street Champions, be 
incorporated into the Panel’s Work Programme (see Minute 5(i)) 

 
7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 

It was noted that the next meeting of the Panel would be held on Monday, 20 
September 2021, commencing at 2.00 pm.  


